
Littlest Skyscraper 
Wichita Falls, Texas  

To understand the history of the building 
known as the Littlest Skyscraper one has 
to go back to the oil boom of 1919 that 
swept through the Wichita Falls area.  In 
a climate of “hip-pocket” trading, stocks 
involving thousands of dollars were being 
bought and sold right on the street.  
When a tenant of the one-story Newby 
building built in 1906, announced that 
he would build a towering addition to his 
downtown oil offices investors lined up.  
What investors didn’t pay attention to 
was that the plan was shown in inches 
instead of feet.   The brick and cast-
stone building is a most unique four-story 
structure and towers 40 foot in the air.  
Its Classical Revival style of architecture 
actually has a very pleasing and proper 
symmetrical façade with large window 
openings on each of the four floors and a 
main entrance on La Salle Street.   The 
buff-colored face brick is appointed with 
cast-stone window openings, parapet 
and detailed brick corbelling.  Each floor 
has approximately 9 X 12 inside floor 
area and is accessed by narrow steep 
stairs that occupy 25% of the floor area.     
In 1986, the city deeded the building to 
the Wichita County Heritage Society, 
which attempted to preserve it.   In time, 
however, it was again orphaned, and 
there was steady growing talk of having it 
demolished before the architectural firm 
of Bundy, Young, Sims & Potter was hired 
by the city to stabilize the downtrodden 
structure. Dick Bundy and his partners 
became so fascinated  with the historic 
site that in 2000 they arranged a part-
nership with Marvin Groves Electric, pur-
chased the building and remodeled it 
with an ultimate goal of making the leg-
endary work of American architecture 
economically self-sufficient.   
Contact:    Mr. Dick Bundy 
 (940) 761-2404  
 
Construction  Cost:     Confidential  
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